
Year 7 Recommended Reading List

In preparation for your start in September, here are some suggestions to read
over the summer. Click the link to the Goodreads page to see more about the
book to help you choose which ones to read.

You may find some of these books more challenging than others. These are the
sorts of things we will continue to recommend throughout Year 7, so find
something you like now, and there is always room to come back to these books
as we progress through Year 7.

NO BOOK IS A BAD BOOK. Aim to vary the authors, genres, and types of books
you read, and find something that you both enjoy and find challenging.

Reading Challenge:

Over the summer, write a book report for the books you read from this list, and
in September your English teacher will award you a merit for:

1 book report = 1 merit
2 book reports = 3 merits
3 book reports = 5 merits

Your book report needs to be at least 100 words long, can be handwritten or
typed, and should include:

● A detailed summary of the book
● What you liked/found interesting about it
● What you would have liked to change or see more of
● Your favourite quote and why it is your favourite
● A sketch of your favourite moment

Bring it with you to your first English lesson in September.

Recommended Reading List:

Fiction:

● Ghost by Jason Reynolds
● The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson
● The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliffe
● Coming to England by Floella Benjamin
● Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephania
● The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
● Pride by Ibi Zoboi

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954126-ghost?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=SuMrO4GFdN&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26891408-the-goldfish-boy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=6dZlwC9NZf&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/149405.The_Eagle_of_the_Ninth?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=CbCmQfPimx&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33234688-coming-to-england?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Ki4pbhLYk7&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1483375.Refugee_Boy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=2gXRQ8TeF2&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2213661.The_Graveyard_Book?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=9TWfKGRmru&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35068632-pride?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ff7KNxeykT&rank=1


● The Island of Everything by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
● Cross Fire by Malorie Blackman
● The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
● Raybearer by Jordan Ifueko
● Holes by Louis Sachar
● Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo
● Freedom by Catherine Johnson
● The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Atkin
● Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin
● The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper
● A Change is Gonna Come by Various Authors (collection)
● Artichoke Hearts by Sita Brahmachari
● Kick by Mitch Johnson
● Unboxed by Non Pratt
● George by Alex Gino
● We Are All Made of Molecules by Susin Nielsen
● Gracefully Grayson by Ami Polonsky
● Stone Cold by Robert Swindells
● The Other Boy by M G Hennessey
● Some Places More than Others by Renée Watson
● The Boy in the Dress by David Walliams
● The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland
● Totally Joe by James Howe
● A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle
● The Pants Project by Cat Clarke
● War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
● Watership Down by Richard Adams
● His Dark Materials series by Philip Pullman

Non Fiction:
● A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived by Adam Rutherford
● Greek Gods and Heroes: Meet 40 mythical immortals by Sylvie Baussier
● Black and British: A Short Essential History by David Olusoga
● Young, Gifted and Black: Meet 52 Black Heroes from Past and Present by

Jamia Wilson
● What is Race? What are Racists? Why Does Skin Colour Matter? And

Other Big Questions by Nikesh Shukla and Claire Heuchan
● Don’t Touch My Hair by Emma Dabiri
● Book of Black Heroes: Scientists, Healers and Inventors: An Introduction

for Young Readers by Wade Hudson
● Life: The First Four Billion Years by Martin Jenkins
● Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall
● Humanatomy by Nicola Edwards
● Young Heroes by Lula Bridgeport
● Pets and their Famous Humans by Ana Gallo

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34045334-the-island-at-the-end-of-everything?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=wmoI3guRDv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41950149-crossfire?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=WzurBz3qc9&rank=13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19063.The_Book_Thief?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=L30VuwhRAS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50158128-raybearer?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=VAUFGqCxBA&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38709.Holes?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Xms6rZ7feJ&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1048645.Private_Peaceful?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=rs8HKOGd9s&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40307469-freedom?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=EuCbAXoNuh&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36638.The_Wolves_of_Willoughby_Chase?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=WIL0hgkN8W&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1072093.Coram_Boy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=5Rs15vaYug&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42619406-dark-is-rising?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=fqQWnCnvUg&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34946853-a-change-is-gonna-come?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=T1cqxjFZO5&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9208646-artichoke-hearts?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=WHug5bUHgf&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33877003-kick?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=WPmOwzbqBy&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25648276-unboxed?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Y7RXl4eOJo&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24612624-george?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=O5EN59iXi9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19405297-we-are-all-made-of-molecules?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8RB0k94uR9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20873172-gracefully-grayson?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=UTBYzIFwrm&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/291838.Stone_Cold?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=4LwxJznh0f&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28371999-the-other-boy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42972046-some-places-more-than-others?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=EkSTqnZfKn&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4883204-the-boy-in-the-dress?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=nUsCLZazO2&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1128670.The_Seeing_Stone?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=I0yDCK9yFT&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/291895.Totally_Joe?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=IwYUMUZuy3&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33574273-a-wrinkle-in-time?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=GkaytcUnDY&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30095473-the-pants-project?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=k8ENfihXXw&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/792161.War_Horse?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=6CAiU7S6sZ&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/76620.Watership_Down?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=442cCPFFiO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18116.His_Dark_Materials?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=zSNs4TZLN9&rank=4
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30135182-a-brief-history-of-everyone-who-ever-lived?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ZbVN0TXNzE&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38741013-40-inspiring-icons?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=SCIPrcqIdd&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/55463220-black-and-british?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8pjJyIIy2Y&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35960237-young-gifted-and-black?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=OB0YZlBmRJ&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35960237-young-gifted-and-black?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=OB0YZlBmRJ&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37917861-what-is-race-who-are-racists-why-does-skin-colour-matter-and-other-bi?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=G6ZYTzLs8C&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37917861-what-is-race-who-are-racists-why-does-skin-colour-matter-and-other-bi?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=G6ZYTzLs8C&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40232729-don-t-touch-my-hair?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=gtMkK8SL1P&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24981469-book-of-black-heroes?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=JQ9Zpc4VQI&rank=4
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24981469-book-of-black-heroes?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=JQ9Zpc4VQI&rank=4
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43679804-life?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=QCtF0PKtdE&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25135194-prisoners-of-geography?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=nBy1ar1cEU&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41559291-humanatomy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=DsVUij4k9a&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43227078-young-heroes?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=1hHgMko89z&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52588408-pets-and-their-famous-humans?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=LalZp4NY0e&rank=1


● Music Legends: Meet 40 pop and rock stars by Hervé Guilleminot
● What is Gender? How Does it Define Us? And Other Big Questions by

Juno Dawson
● From Prejudice to Pride: A History of the LGBTQ+ Movement by Amy

Lamé
● Kay’s Anatomy by Adam Kay
● Climate Crisis for Beginners by Andy Prentice
● I Am Not a Label by Cerrie Burnell
● Big Ideas for Young Thinkers by Jamia Wilson
● The Book of Time by Katherine Kollar

Resources for books and reading materials:

Details of the different libraries in the Medway area can be found on the
following website: https://www.medway.gov.uk/directory/6/find_a_library.
You can join online here:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/53/join_the_library/1

Medway Libraries also have ebooks that can be ‘borrowed’ free of charge once
you are a member – to search the ebook catalogue go to
https://medway.overdrive.com/.

For more ideas for books to read, these are useful websites -
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk and
http://www.goodreads.com/genres/childrens

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38741014-40-inspiring-icons?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jPM4XfijjN&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32680065-what-is-gender-how-does-it-define-us-and-other-big-questions?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jsdb8TsowB&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32680065-what-is-gender-how-does-it-define-us-and-other-big-questions?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jsdb8TsowB&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33153478-from-prejudice-to-pride?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AMSeLCVbT3&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33153478-from-prejudice-to-pride?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AMSeLCVbT3&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52692522-kay-s-anatomy?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=5OZFUGHJDd&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53328133-climate-crisis-for-beginners?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=4MTpYABrBc&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48717432-i-am-not-a-label?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=iZmuxxBKeF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46207744-big-ideas-for-young-thinkers?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=LIxc1ztJ0I&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52736130-the-book-of-time?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=HnyA9F1Ivs&rank=1
https://www.medway.gov.uk/directory/6/find_a_library
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/53/join_the_library/1
https://medway.overdrive.com/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk
http://www.goodreads.com/genres/childrens

